History and Background of the

East Tennessee Clean Fuels Coalition (ETCFC)
The Department of Energy’s (DOE’s ) “Clean Cities” Program is a national initiative aimed at encouraging the expanded use of alternative fuel vehicles (AFVs) and AFV infrastructure to increase the consumption of cleaner alternative fuels in the regions that participate in the program.  This effort exists in attempts to reduce dependence on foreign oil and strengthen our national energy security, in addition to working toward improved air quality.

In Tennessee, we are lucky to have two quite successful Clean Cities coalitions directly above and below us in Kentucky and Atlanta (they are also two of the oldest coalitions).  The entire state of Kentucky has the “Kentucky Clean Fuels Coalition” and Atlanta has “Clean Cities – Atlanta.”  As we progress with the East Tennessee effort, we will rely heavily on the wealth of information that these two coalitions have in all the work they have done over the past 9 years.  Additionally, we will work with the to develop “clean corridors” (AFV infrastructure-laced interstates).

When:  Started in February 2002; hope to achieve designation (official certification) during 2003.

Where:  Geographical area will be East Tennessee, including all counties from the top northeast corner (Johnson County) of state over (westward) to and including these counties:  Scott, Morgan, Cumberland, Bledsoe, Hamilton and Marion.  A coalition is also forming in (and for) Middle Tennessee, who’s coordinator is Dave Pelton.

Furthermore, with regard to “where,” there are already designated coalitions covering Atlanta, the Triangle Park area of North Carolina, Charlotte (receiving designation soon) and the entire state of Kentucky, thus building the “clean corridors” will be an easier task to start-up once we become a designated participant.

What:  A group of stakeholders that, under the auspices of the ETCFC, would work toward getting alternative fuels used more in transportation vehicles in East TN.  The alternative fuels include

· electricity,

· hydrogen, 

· CNG (compressed natural gas), 

· LNG (liquefied natural gas), 

· LPG (aka, propane),

· Biodiesel as B20 and B100 (B20 is 20% biodiesel mixed with 80% regular diesel, and B100 is “neat” or pure biodiesel),

· Ethanol as E85 (85% ethanol mixed with 15% regular gasoline; can be used in other mixtures also, such as E10 and E90), and

· Methanol.

Initial meetings will be held to learn the stakeholders’ perspectives and gather support; identify a program coordinator; identify the coalition’s goals and objectives; form a steering committee and working groups; and sort out assignments, commitments and specific responsibilities among stakeholders.  It is critical that stakeholders understand their role in the program development process and that programmatic success is driven by commitments to specific actions.

Who:  Stakeholders are defined as “those entities that have a stake in the market and can facilitate the implementation of desired AFV programs.”  The most effective coalitions maintain a healthy balance of public and private sector participants, including city officials and local government representatives, state officials, fuel suppliers, automaker and local dealership representatives, private and public fleet managers, environmental groups, and local universities.  Having representatives of these local entities participate early in the process is essential for garnering support.

An additional important part of the “who” is the coordinator.  Every coalition has a coordinator, and the coordinator is the glue to keeps the coalition on-track developing and implementing plans.

Why:  The primary goal of the coalition at the start will be to gain designation in the program (to gain access to several federal pockets of cash with which to fund AFV and AFV infrastructure projects).  The primary purpose of the ETCFC as I currently see it will be to work toward the combined goals of greater energy independence and improved air quality in the region.

Another part of why is why I (Jonathan G. Overly) am leading the effort.  I applied for funding to the state of Tennessee to advance the ETCFC to Clean Cities designation. The funding covers approximately 12-14 months of work.  Future funding (“core funding,” which covers the coordinator and other basic costs) will have to come from the coalition.

How:  The main way to achieve Clean Cities coalition success is to regularly increase the use of alt fuel in transportation systems in East TN by increasing the number of alternative fuel vehicles (AFVs) and AFV infrastructure in the region.  It is important to know that simply buying AFVs, yet not filling them with alt fuel, does the coalition no good (although it does help fleets meet EPACT requirements).  It is also important to note that building infrastructure (filling pumps and tanks) that does not have vehicles filling up at the pump does the coalition (and the station owner) no good.  We have to marry these objectives successfully to achieve coalition success.

Additionally, coalitions use a combination of (typically) three committees or working groups:  1) AFVs and infrastructure, 2) Education and Marketing, and 3) Legislature/Legislation.  Each participant/stakeholder sits on one of these committees and participates in executing the objectives of their committee and the coalition.
Keys to Success for the Coalition:

· A strong stakeholder base is critical to the success of the coalition.
· Special emphasis must be placed on niche markets.  They include School buses, taxi services, airport vehicles, police vehicles, local delivery fleets, shuttle companies, as well as others.

Other Information

1.  Fleet operators need to be aware of 2 federal laws:  the Energy Policy Act of 1992 (EPAct) and the Clean Air Act and its amendments (CAAA).  These laws require certain fleets to acquire vehicles that operate on alternatives to petroleum.

The CAAA seeks to improve air quality across the country.  The law includes several programs requiring the use of cleaner fuels to reduce mobile source pollutants.  Among these programs is the Clean Fuels Fleet Program (CFFP) administered by the US EPA.  This program requires fleets in metropolitan areas with high ozone and/or CO levels to acquire clean fuel vehicles – vehicles that meet stricter emission standards than are otherwise required by law.  Fleets can use any fuel, including alternative fuels, as long as the vehicles acquired are certified to meet the EPA low emissions vehicle (LEV) standards or better.

In contrast, EPAct’s primary purpose is to increase energy security through energy conservation and increased use of domestic alternative fuels.  EPAct directs the US DOE to implement a program requiring certain fleets in larger metropolitan areas to acquire AVFs.  Although EPAct does not mandate that the required vehicles exhibit ower emissions, most AFVs that meet EPAct requirements do produce lower emissions and meet the CFFP emissions standards.

Both laws apply to large metropolitan areas, termed metropolitan statistical areas (MSAs) and consolidated metropolitan statistical areas (CMSAs), with populations of 250,000 or more (as reported in the 1980 US Census).  The EPA regulations target counties that constitute an MSA or CMSA according to the 1980 US Census.  As you can see from the below information, we have three MSAs in the East TN region that are covered by EPAct!

MSAs covered by EPACT:

· Knoxville – Anderson, Blount, Knox, Loudon, Sevier, Union

· Chattanooga – Hamilton 

· Tri-Cities – Carter, Hawkins, Sullivan, Unicoi, Washington

2. Websites worth visiting:

· Clean Cities Homepage:  www.ccities.doe.gov

· Success stories pages:

· http://www.ccities.doe.gov/success.shtml

· http://www.kentuckycleanfuels.org/projects.html

· http://www.cleanair.org/cleancities/local_successes.html

· http://www.kc-cleancities.org/History.htm

Contact information:

Jonathan G. Overly, Coordinator

311 Conference Center Building, Knoxville, TN 37996-4134

865.974.3625; fax – 865.974.1838; email – jgoverly@utk.edu
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